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trustful of a French, alliance, opposed to the schemes of Bona-
parte, and desirous to have our difficulties with England accom-
modated, upon principles that would at once saye our national
rights and prevent us from becoming absorbed into the vortex
of European politics and wars.

But the Federalists were in a political minority in the
country. The nation at large, whether from the effect of its
old contest with England, or from the sympathies awakened by
the early experiment of the French to possess and live under
republican institutions, did not decidedly recoil from the abso-
lute and despotic power which the empire subsequently estab-
lished both over France and. over a large part of Europe; and
perhaps nothing was ever more skilfully done, than when the
founder of that empire, in launching his final bolt against
England, warned the people of this country that, if they desired
to see the day when their rights as neutrals would be again
respected, they must extort their admission from England, but
that from him, until tliey had done this, they had nothing to
expect.

Some occurrences between this country and England, which
had happened or were happening when the full consequences
of these measures began to be felt on this side of the Atlantic,
largely contributed to the effect which Bonaparte expected to
produce. In June, 1807, the causeless attack on the Chesa-
peake by the Leopard, off the capes of Yirginia, had filled the
whole country with indignation against the English, at a mo-
ment when our people were most excited by the pretension of
a right to search our vessels for British seamen and deserters.
Mr. Jefferson at once sent orders to the American ministers in
England to demand reparation for the .outrage on the Chesa-
peake; and on the 2cl of July he issued his proclamation
excluding British vessels-of-war from the waters of the. United
States. He summoned Congress, in an extraordinary session,
to meet on the 26th of October. In the mean time, both
Napoleon's Berlin Decree of November 21,1806, and the Eng-
lish. Order in Council of January 7,1807, were in operation;
but when Mr. Jefferson sent his message to Congress, at the
opening of the special session, in consequence of the more
direct and immediate aggressions of the English upon our com-